To Drink or Not to Drink:

A Sober Look at the Questioq
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The Malin Points

» 1. The Bible condemns using strong \
alcoholic beverages and drunkennesé

v 2. InBible times, they used Ilght
alcohollc bewvi raes‘_ maderati

~ sfalcohol ind th

ﬂ alternatives/total &
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Many Reasons Not to Drink
(or use other addictive drugs)

. Iti1s Condemned

b A. The Bible Condemns Strong Drink aé a
beverage. \

b B. Today’s Beer and Wine are Strong Drmk
t C. Hence, Today S Beer and Wineare

} B: We Should not"l:lo

I::‘\ Therefore, wa;ghoul

beer-and Wine as a beverageh?




Bible Condemns Intoxicating Drinks
*  “Wine is a mocker [yayin], intoxicating drink [shekar] arouses
brawling, and whoever is led astray by it is not wise” (Prov. 20:1).
*  “Do not look on wine [yayin] when it is red, when it sparkleg,in the
cup, when is swirls around smoothly. At last it bites like a serpént
and stings like a viper” (quow 23:31-32).

« “Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has \
complaints?...Those who linger over wine [yayin] (Prov. 23:29-30).

| “Give strong drink [shekai*] to him who i is dxn_g__i(P_v 31 31:6).
£-“\Noe to those who rise early in 2\
Strol

ng drinig-Who conti
Msa. 5:11)-“Strong drin!t'i.sbitte |
‘{:i\?loe to men valiant for nixing &
ut they [the pnests d prophets]

« Only false prophets say: “I will DWW esy t .j s
drink” (Micah 2:11). LA, g T

Bible Condemns Intoxicating Drinks

“Do not drink wine (yayin) or intoxicating drink (shekar), you, nor
your sons with you, when you go into the tabernacle of meetmgl lest,
you die” (Lev. 10:9 NKJV).

“When a man or a women makes a special vow, the vow of a '-
Nazirite, to dedicate himself to the Lord, he shall abstain from wme
(yayin) and strong drink™ (shekar) (Num. 6:2-3 NASB).

To Samson “Now drink no wine or stmng drink...” (Jud. 13 7)

strong drmk [shekar]
% God” (Deut 29°6). |




Bible Condemns Intoxicating Drinks

*  “Now I have written unto you not to keep company
with anyone named a brother who is a fornicator, or ',
covetous, or an ldolat?r or a reviler, or a drunkard. --not
even to eat with such a person™ (1Cor. 5:11). '

. “Do you not know that.. Nelther formcators not

£'drunkards, nor r=vilarsino ey
J_ﬁngﬂom‘o'Ff?orl (eqe 6:¢
* o““And do not be drunk with
Mbauchery]" (Eph 118).

Drunkenness is Not the Only Reason

to Abstain from Alcohol
It slows the thinking process (Prov. 31:4-5). H"'«,
It makes one dlzy (Job. 12:25). )
It is associated with self-centeredness (Hab. 2: 5)
It causes sickness (Jer. 25:27).
» 5. It causes forgetfulness (Rrov- 31:% S—
{_6 lt—pmdumsdehrlnlls Bieams (Prov. 23:33).
&7, It resultsin sleepitidss (SICPIZL)

\%‘ It produces comﬁcence and laziness (Zeph.
kL iy

* 9. It numbs one’s feelings (Prov 23:31
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10. It leads to poverty (Prov. 21:17).

11. It leads to brokenness (Jer. 23:9).

12. It results in sadness and depression (lsa. 16: 9—1@)

13. It causes sorrow -(Prov 23:29-30).

14. It produces blackouts (Gen. 19:33-35).

15. It leads to immorality (Joel 3:3).

16. It encourages sexual pervers onﬂﬂﬁ) —
!]J Atresults-in-guilt(15a. "SRR
~18, It causes injt mjurles (ﬂrw 3:35).

It can result in insanity ( TgY NN
. 20 IMakesem—vulnerableto hls eremies(1 sam.

Beer and Wine are Strong Drink
» Biblical wine was fermented but diluted 3 to 1.

* Jewish Talmud: Passover wine was 3 parts v@gter
to 1 part of wine (Pesahim 108a cf. Shabbath 77a)|

« Intertestamental Period: “It is harmful to drink wine
alone, or, again, to drink water alone, while wine mixed
wnth water is sweet and delicious...” (2 Mac. 15:39}__‘

7\‘l-"luny 8tol (See
Times” Chlrstla Today,, 6/20/75).

« At3to1ratioit took 22 glasses of NT ﬁ 10 get drunk!
* Itwas basically a means to purify ands en water.




Ancient Wine Mixing With Water

“In ancient times wine
}e! was usually stored i

¥ large pointed jugs called
y§ ‘amphorae. When wire
was to be used it was |
poured from the

T ity

Taking Unmixed (Today’s) Wine Was
Considered Barbarian by Pagans!
* Mnesitheus of Athens said: S\

. “Mix it half anqI half, and you get madness,, \
unmlxed bodily collapse™! \

? Early Church Father Cypn
r “Thus, therefore, AT
ﬂ.mn,. '
> ine alone caprﬁbe
lement of Alexandria ad
“[tishestor the wine to be mixed
-f' water as possible.\.” (I NSt K




. Iti1s Condemned

t A. The Bible Condemns Strong Drink as a
beverage.

b B. Today’s Beer and Wine are Strong Drmk

t C. Hence, Today’s Beer and Wme are
| Condemned byjth

» D We Should not™o

IE:\ Therefore, we%houl
beer-and wine as a beverageh

#1___

Il. Itis Deadly

« A. We Should not take what is Deadly;':-.,_
e B. Taking Alcohol is Deadly. |
» C. Hence, we should not take Alcohol.




B. Taking Alcohol is Deadly
» 1. It causes more deaths than any other drug (about
200,000 per year).
It is responsible for 70% of drownings & chokmgs
Itis involved in 50% of all “freak accidents.” .
. It causes some 27,000 deaths a year by liver disease.
«/ 5. 30% of all suicides are alcohol related
!' 6. 20% of all alrplanehcr Benarce aloo)
WMMam
50% of all fire d hs are

It causes about third of al
be ﬁigﬁer if blood test we

® o
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l11. Itis Dangerous

» A. We Should Not do What is Dangerhus
to Society. \ \

« B. Drinking alcohol is Dangerous to
Society.

 C. He ce, We sh
i‘ S _::pu




B. Drinking Alcohol is Dangerous

1. It contributes to more deaths than any other drug.
2. It leads to drug addiction (18 mill in US=8.5% of [i»@pl‘ulégcm)~
3. Itis involved in both spouse and child abuse.
4. It contributes to men";al and physical diseases.
5. 45% of the homeless are alcoholics.
6. It causes 500,000 injuries per year.
 During Prohibition (11204%:5 5506 EARIERelsu e e
! —-Ctrrhmd-%% -
" Insanity decreased 6098
\Arrest TR LINVENt e W) conduct decreased 50%.
Spou@e and child ab dropped 06 o)y
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A. We Should Avoid Addictive Drugs.

B. Alcohol is an Addictive Drug.
« 1. There are 16 million addicts in the US.

* 2. Alcoholics outnumber all other addicts.
* 3. 77% of high schoolers use alcohol.
/4. 29% of high schoolers drink heavuly
I 5. 44% of 8th grad?rs = O
1 in-t0social-d@nk

’@uestlon wQuIQyou g
was a 10% chance it wout

« C. We should avoid alcdﬁ_di?;—&e—

V. Itis Unhealthy

« A. We Should Avoid Drinking '\
What is Bad for our Health.

» B. Drinking Alcohol is Bad for
our Healt

i‘ﬁm Sho
Alcohol.
\ -.:9'
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B. Alcohol is Bad for One’s Health

* 1. Itis the number three health problem. 5

* 2. It results in 1/2 million hospital admissions.
* 3. Itimpairs the function of vital organs.

* 4. It causes liver diseases.

. 5. It contributes to hart attacks

+/10. 1t can cause impotence aﬁﬂ’?ﬁemﬂi
| o] ol i

V. It is Unhealthy

« A. We Should Avoid Addictive Drugs.
e B. Alcohol is'an Addictive Drug.
» C. So, We Should Avoid Alcohol.

11



VI. Itis Costly

e A. We Should Not Do What is \
Unnecessarily Costly to Society.

' B. Drinking A\cohol IS Unnecessarily
Costly to Society.

» C. Hence, We ShoujézNot
=)

B. Drinking Alcohol is

Unnecessarily Costly
« 1. Special services $7 billion a year. \
« 2. Medical services $19 billion a year.
» 3. Loss of future earnings by death is $37billion.
* 4. Alcohol related illness is $86 billion.

e el [ e

6. 0SS of earnings of ¢
-x Crashes, fires—,iiznd crin
« 8, Tdtatcostof alcohol abuse is over $184 billion.

(Tax revenue from alcohol is only $18 billion!)
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VII. Itis a Bad Example
» A. We Should not be a Bad Example.
» B. Drinking Al?ohol IS a Bad Example. n
« C. Hence, We Should Not Drink Alcohol.
* Note:

VIl Itis not Edifying

* A. What is not Edifying Should be
Avoided. )

« B. Drinking Alcohol is not Edifying.
e C. Drinking Alcohol Should be Avouded
gPaul wrote: “All thi wiul {

sthings arenot helgful

ut all things dojpot ed

\
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1X. It Causes Others to Stumble

e A. What Causes Others to Stumble Should
be Shunned.

» B. Drinking Alcohol Causes Others to
- Stumble. |

. C So, Drinking Alc hol Should be Shunn d.

s good neltl;ne;
Mluted] wine, not anyt
brother-sturtibies...” (Rom. 14:

« Of course, strong (Undiluted) wine is fabiuden

X. Itis Unnecessary

« A. We Should Avoid Doing Harmful
Things Tpat Are Unnecessary.

“« B. Drinking Alcohol is a Harmful
Thing That is Unnecessary.

!" « C. WeShouIdIA pighDrigking

» Note: We have plé
\ that apé not 2
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Conclusion

* 1. Even one good reason is a good reason

not to drink alcohol. \

. 2 Two or more reasons are very good |
reasons not to drink it.

» ' 3. Ten reasons are ﬁzg_gj\/rlelrrljrlc!ly good
I reasons NOt to </ il

e .

-"Hence———

. (Not because it makes you more spm %,
because it manifests your commitment & maturity.)

If God Didn’t Want Us to Drink It,

Why Did He Make it?
= A. Itisasedative (Prov. 31:6): \
“Give beer to those who are perishing, wine to those who
are in anguish.” ,

= B. It revives the faint (2 Sam. 6:2):

“The donkeys are for the king’s household to ride on,
the bread and fruit are for the men to eat, and the
| wine is to refresh those who bec
! desert.”
. e~ risamantiseptic (Lk. 10
R - CYE RO T Bl ged his wounds, pouring
7\ on onl and wine. Then he pMRUEINELTY his own
donkey, took him te*an T took care of him.”

= D. ltisalaxative{1 Tim. 5. 23) ;
“Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine
because of your stomach and your freq &
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Answering Some Objections

 Objection 1: The Bible only condemr\z
drunkenness, not taking strong drinks

« /Answer: Not éo One of the reasons lt
| condemns strong dri

. to drunkenness, but
‘rmrr'o_‘rg q,;m

It is also addic

ther ways (pf cally, o
_’,psychologlcally\ﬂ_and sQCi
1 Zalle

Answering Some Objections

» Objection 2: Doesn’t the Bible actually commend
using strong drink as a beverage in Deut. 14:26: “%nd
you shall spend that money for whatever you heart
desires: for oxen or éheep. for wine [yayin] or strong
drink [shekar], for whatever your heart desires; you shall

| eat there before the LORD your God, and you shall
rejolce wuth your household->—
Ve condemnsBtro

3) It was bought
vel and storage, al r use as a
such.4) Whatever drinking they did W8
In whatever form, e use here w
tival and is not a no for gens
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Answering Some Objections

 Objection 3: It s legalistic to make extra-
biblical laws like total abstinence which ,he
Bible does not make.

* Answer: Itis not extra-blbllcal since the

‘Blble condemns “strong.c
alco%arj .
™" Further, 'ot'e%ry

%allstlc--only
meriting-Goe’s grace, Whetiier,ic
;ﬂstlflcaTon or%n cation.

Answering Some Objections

» Objection 4: The Bible says it is OK to\
. take a “little™ wine (1 Tim. 5:23) as long as it
' is not too “much™ (1Tim. 3:8); It does not
| teach total abstinence

‘ e ANSWer: It is speakipmra
'mmm Vine T8
ndnluted into
me beer, an }fmske
today—We-should totally aBSte et
' s

pL |

17



Answering Some Objections

 Objection 5: What about nicotine an\d

gluttony? Aren’t they addictive and
| destructive to0.

o Answer Yes, but we must eat food to
' live, but we do not/ne

‘ t&hﬁ—-
& Nonethele
nicatine (sm

t causes
gluttony (smegﬁobesu y i
health). B am

A LB LE

/

o

Objection 6: what about studies which show

that regular use of alcohol helps prevent heart disease

(by increasing good cholestrol)?
* Answer:

* 1. They have shown a statistical connection, not a causal one.|
| Itisalso known that “statistics lie, and liars use statlstlcs r

« 21t may be due to antioxidants present, not the alcohol.

* 3. Other studies show grape juice has similar results.

. 4, Eventhestatlsu@allyfa »-- e may-be

re are other no
exercise, and non-addictive drug
* 7. Theenddoesa-tjustify the meansyif they arewrong (e.g., stem
cells from abortion or alcohol fi arts).
+ 8. Itis a fact that non-drinkers live Ic

18



» Objection 7: It makes me relax and
feel better.

{ Answer: Don’t make your happiness}-.,
depend on addictive drugs. It is both |
deceptlve and' dangerous |

-:r “Do hot be ﬁ?
ﬂ excess; but bg'filled
T

» Objection 8: 1 need it for my nerves.

o ANSWer: There are non-addictive diets ;\,’nd
drugs that can I'qelp your nerves.
» Better yet--try God’s plan:
s« “Be anxious for nothi

by pra randsgrili ==
L‘I’-l@wﬁ‘ |

{'Q’ the peace of G
“understanding will keep

throughrChtist \_!\esus”(P il. 4:6-7).

i _'fl
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To Drink or Not to Drink?
There is Only One Sober Answer?

To Drink or Not to Drink?
There is Only One Sober Answer?

Just ?a N_Q!
Y i

L
0
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Total Abstinence is the Best Policy

» No one ever had the following alcohol related
consequences who refused the first drink:

* --No one ever got drunk without the first drink,
« -tNor got an addiction to it w/o the first drink,

* --Nor got a disease from it including: '
* ~----heart attacks,

hp.
. --Nor engaged i in ; quse
* %Nor killed anyong’in an d

it,

The Malin Points

» 1. The Bible condemns using strong \
| alcoholic beverages and drunkennesé

+ 2. In Bible times, they used Ilght
alcohollc bever aes_‘_ moderati

~ sfalcohol “dth
Q alternatlv otal

1. T
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You Can Do It Too!

L
4

e Although I came froman
alcoholic background and drank

It from early childhood, by God’s
grace | have been-a total-—

L abstainer f "
U call rlo ooy

No Temptation IS Too Strong!

* “No temptation has overtaken you "“-,.
except such as.is common to man; but
God is faithful, who will not allow you to!
be tempted beyond what you are able, but

 will with the temptatien-alsomake the —

!: way of-escape, _{Jat
bear it (1Cor: }0:1

U
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What i1s Legalism?

Jesus” on Legalism: It is the view Jesus condemned when He said:
“Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what comes gut of
the mouth, this defiles a man™ (Mt. 15:11). This “come from th
heart” (v. 18). u,
The Apostles on Legalism‘& It is the view that says: “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved™
(Acts 15:1¢f 1535, 24) '.

aul on Legalism: It is the ;qm

the Galatians: ""Dld u
n?”

said: “Are youso ! c
being made perfect by, ?

Note me.-laﬁe-bellefthatone

G s or man’s laws, e
it, the belief that grace grace
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